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One of the premier coaches in the Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference, South Carolina
State head coach Oliver “Buddy” Pough continues to keep the Bulldogs among
the MEAC elite.

A veteran coach who has enjoyed success at every level, Pough hopes
to direct the Bulldogs to a second MEAC title under his tutelage this season and
a trip to the Football Championship Subdivision (formerly Division I-AA) playoffs
for the first time in over two decades.

Since taking over the reigns at his alma mater five years ago, Pough has
turned the Bulldogs into perennial contenders for the MEAC crown and in Division
I-AA. The SC State alum has compiled a five-year 40-17 overall record and a 29-
10 MEAC worksheet, with just three conference losses the last two seasons.

SC State was 7-4 overall and finished tied for second in the MEAC with a 6-
2 record in 2006.

Pough posted a winning record in his first season --7-5 overall record and
a 4-4 in the MEAC – and has had a winning campaign in each of his five seasons.
In 2003, he guided the Bulldogs to an 8-4 overall record and a 6-2 mark in MEAC
play, losing only to Hampton and Bethune-Cookman. The team’s effort left the
Bulldogs in a three-way tie for second place in the MEAC final standings.

The 2004 season was arguably one of the team’s best under Pough, as the Bulldogs produced the first of two
consecutive 9-2 seasons. SC State was 6-1 in MEAC play that season tying the Hampton Pirates for the 2004 championship.

In 2005, Pough’s team duplicated the 9-2 record of the previous year and improved to 7-1 in the MEAC, with the sole
MEAC loss coming at the hands of eventual champion, and
nationally-ranked Hampton.

The Bulldogs were especially dominant at home in the
‘05 season, dropping just one game at Oliver C. Dawson Bulldog
Stadium. Over the last three seasons, the Bulldogs have lost
just two games at home.

Pough became the 14th head football coach at South
Carolina State in the fall of 2002, taking the reins from Coach
Willie Jeffries, who retired after 19 years at the helm. Jeffries
was an early endorser of Pough and has continued to be a
great source of support for the Bulldog football program.

Prior to taking the reins at South Carolina State, Pough
spent three seasons with another coaching legend — former
University of South Carolina head coach Lou Holtz.

Pough served as the running backs coach for the
Gamecocks for three seasons. During his stint at USC, he
helped to build the Gamecocks into one of the top offensive
teams in the Southeastern Conference and also aided in the
development of some of the best running backs in the
school’s history, including Troy Hambrick (Dallas Cowboys)
and Derek Watson (Tampa Bay Buccaneers). And, the
Gamecocks made back-to-back appearances in the Outback
Bowl in 2000 and 2001.

OLIVER “BUDDY” POUGH
Head Football Coach

Josie, Coach Pough, Lee, Oliver III (Bud)
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Pough’s Record vs. Opponents
Opponent W L %
Air Force First Meeting -
University of South Carolina First Meeting -
Bethune-Cookman 2 3 .400
Delaware State 3 2 .600
Florida A&M 4 0 1.000
Hampton 2 3 .400
Howard 4 1 .800
Morgan State 4 1 .800
Norfolk State 5 0 1.000
North Carolina A&T State 5 0 1.000
Winston-Salem State 2 0 1.000
Total 31 10 .756

Pough’s Year-by-Year Records
Season W L %
2002 7 5 .583
2003 8 4 .667
2004 9 2 .818
2005 9 2 .818
2006 7 4 .600
Total 40 17 .701

Pough’s MEAC Records
Season W L %
2002 4 4 .500
2003 6 2 .800
2004 6 1 .857
2005 7 1 .875
2006 6 2 .800
Total 29           10 .743

OLIVER “BUDDY” POUGH
Head Football Coach

Before joining the Gamecock coaching staff, Pough was one of the top high school coaches in the state of
South Carolina, leading Fairfield-Central High School to a perfect 15-0 record in 1996 and claiming the Class AAA
South Carolina State Championship. He earned SCHSL Coach of the Year honors for his efforts, the first of three
such honors.

He also had a coaching stint at W.J. Keenan High School in Columbia, SC, where he built the Raiders into
one of the top Class AAA teams in the state.

“It’s always good to come home again,” Pough said of his return to Orangeburg in 2002. “I’ve been a high
school assistant, a high school head coach, and a college assistant. It’s just a natural progression that I become a
collegiate head coach and to do it at home makes it that much better.”

Pough is a native of Orangeburg and a former offensive lineman with the Bulldogs. As a player, he helped
the Bulldogs amass a 16-6-1 record during the 1974 and 1975 seasons, a span in which the Bulldogs suffered just
two MEAC losses and captured a pair of MEAC titles. He
was rewarded for his efforts with All-MEAC honors as well
as All-NAIA District 6 honors.

Following his graduation from SC State, Pough
joined the coaching staff at nearby Orangeburg-Wilkinson
High School from 1976-79. He then returned to the South
Carolina State sidelines in 1979 under then-SCSU head
coach Bill Davis. After a season as offensive line coach,
Pough became the Bulldog defensive coordinator (1980)
and helped guide the Bulldogs to their only two
appearances in the NCAA Division I-AA playoffs as well
as four MEAC championships.

Pough is a 1975 graduate of South Carolina
State University and holds a Bachelor of Science
degree. He also received his Master’s degree from
SCSU. He and his wife, Josie, are the proud parents of
two sons: Oliver, III and Lee Judson.
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David Blanchard
Asst. Head Coach /Defensive Line/Recruiting Coordinator

David Blanchard is in his 13th  season as a member of  the  South Carolina State coaching
staff, the sixth as defensive line coach for the Bulldogs. Blanchard, who previously served
as offensive line coach, also coordinator the SC State recruiting.

A former offensive lineman for the Bulldogs, Blanchard looks to build upon
the team’s history of success in developing defensive linemen. Blanchard has spent his
entire coaching career at SCSU, joining the staff full-time in 1995 following one season as
a student assistant. During his tenure, Blanchard has aided in the development of some
of the best linemen to ever wear the Garnet & Blue, including NFL offensive linemen
Lewis Kelly, Raleigh Roundtree, Dwani Fladger, and Orlando Brown, and defensive lineman
Ken Jones, who played in the 2007 Arena Bowl Championship with the Columbus
Destroyers on July 29.

In 2002, Blanchard made the switch to coaching the Bulldog defensive line
where he guided the construction of one of the best defensive lines in the Mid-Eastern

Athletic Conference, producing at least one All-MEAC defensive lineman in each of the last four seasons. Last season, Eric
Turner was a first team selection.  Two seasons ago Bulldog defensive lineman Travis Kinloch earned his second All-MEAC
nod under Blanchard’s tutelage. However, the best example of Blanchard’s leadership came in former Bulldog nose tackle
Marcus Darby, who came to SCSU with no prep experience, but earned All-MEAC honors in the 2004 season.

A standout lineman for the Bulldogs from 1990-94, Blanchard earned All-MEAC honors as a center in 1992 and 1993.
He also anchored the SCSU offensive line that propelled the Bulldogs to a 31-27 Heritage Bowl victory over Grambling in
1994. Blanchard earned a Bachelor of Science degree from South
Carolina State in 1994.

He is a 1989 graduate of Thomson High School in
Thomson, Georgia where he was a letterwinner in both football
and basketball. Blanchard earned All-Region honors twice (1987-
89) and earned All-State honors in 1989. He and his wife, Trevenia,
are the proud parents of one daughter, Morgan (5) and a new
born son, David Jr.

Coach Blanchard, Morgan and Trevenia



100 Years of Bulldog Football:  A Tradition Since 1907
37

Gerald Harrison
Defensive Line Asst./Operations

Gerald Harrison enters
his fourth season as a member of
the  South Carolina State
coaching staff. After leading a
resurgence in the Bulldogs
running backs in 2005, Harrison
switched to defense last season
where he worked with the
defensive line. The SCSU alum
also serves as pro liaison and
director of football operations for
the Bulldogs.
Harrison brought a wealth of
experience and knowledge of
football to Orangeburg four years
ago, after a successful high school

coaching career in which he was highly regarded by coaches in the state of
South Carolina.

During his tenure at South Carolina State, the Bulldogs have
continued to be one of the top rushing teams in the Southeast.  Highlighting
Harrison’s work  has
been the development of
SCSU running back
DeShawn Baker, an All-
American and the 2006
MEAC Player fo the Year.
Under Harrison’s
watchful eye in 2005,
Baker became just the
second SCSU running
back in nearly a decade
to post back-to-back
1,000-yard rushing
seasons and finished his
career in 2006 number
two on the career
rushing list with just over
3,700 yards.

H a r r i s o n
joined the SCSU
coaching staff in the
summer of 2004,
following 24 years as a high school coach where he earned numerous
Coach of the Year honors.

Before coming to Orangeburg, Harrison spent six seasons as the
head coach at Darlington High School in Darlington, South Carolina. He has
also enjoyed coaching stints at Mayo High School in Darlington, South
Carolina as well as two seasons at St. Stephen High School in St. Stephen,
South Carolina.

He is a 1974 graduate of South Carolina State, where he earned
a Bachelor of  Arts as well as a Master of Education.

He is married to Dr. Valerie Harrison. They are the proud parents
of two children, a son, Gerald Harrison, Jr. and a daughter, Gerrin Harrison.

Joe Blackwell
returns for his fourth season on
the South Carolina State
coaching staff. Currently,
Blackwell serves as offensive
coordinator and offensive  line
coach. He also coordinates the
team’s run game.

He has
helped mold the Bulldog offensive
line  into a cohesive, tough group
that rarely makes mistakes.

Last season,
the Bulldogs led the Mid-Eastern
Athletic Conference in rushing

yards with 242 per game.  In 2005 the Bulldogs topped the MEAC in fewest
sacks allowed giving up just 19.  Protecting the quarterback also helped the
Bulldogs lead the MEAC in pass efficiency as well.  As a team that season,
SCSU also had the fewest penalties in the MEAC with just 63 for 533 yards.
His work with the
offensive line has also
helped the Bulldogs
develop one of the best
rushing offenses in the
conference

Prior to joining
the South Carolina State
coaching staff, Blackwell
spent a season at
Newberry College in
Newberry, South
Carolina and one
season at Pikeville
College in Pikeville,
Kentucky. At Newberry
College, Blackwell
served as the team’s
offensive line coach and
offensive coordinator.
During his stint at
Pikeville, Blackwell
served as the team’s linebackers coach and  recruiting coordinator.

Blackwell also spent a decade in the high school coaching ranks
where he assisted some of the top programs in the state of South Carolina.
He was an assistant on Camden High School’s 2001 Class AAA South
Carolina High School League State Championship team. He spent a total of
four years at Camden High School, and served six seasons as the offensive
line coach at Berea High School.

A native of Greenville, South Carolina, Blackwell is a graduate of
North Greenville College. He and his wife, Jami, are the parents of three
children - son Chanston and two daughters,  Maggie and Mackinley Jane.

The family makes its home in Bamberg, South Carolina.

Joseph Blackwell
Off. Coordinator/Off. Line

Jami, Coach Blackwell, Maggie,
Mackinley Jane and Chanston Gerrin, Valerie, Gerald Jr., and

Coach Harrison
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Demetrius Davis
Offensive Line/Film Coordinator

Demetrius Davis
enters his sixth season as a
member of the South Carolina
State coaching staff. His
assignment this year is
offensive line assistant after
one season as running backs
coach.  He was wide receiver
coach in 2003-04 and worked
one year as quarterback
coach. Davis also is the film
coordinator for Coach Buddy
Pough’s staff.

Davis’ leadership
and guidance has paid big dividends on the field for the Bulldogs
as at least one of Davis’ players has earned All-MEAC honors in
each of his seasons on the staff. Last season, it was running back
DeShawn Baker who earned All-America honors and MEAC
Player of the Year accolades.
In 2005 it was wide receiver
Rondriekas Darby who took
home All-MEAC honors under
Davis’ guidance.

The Bulldogs
posted the third best passing
offense in the MEAC 2005,
averaging 159.4 yards per
game, and led the MEAC in
touchdowns through the air
with 14.

Prior to coaching at
South Carolina State, Davis
was a graduate assistant at
the University of South
Carolina under the legendary
Lou Holtz. It was there that
Davis was reunited with his
high school head coach, current South Carolina State head coach
Oliver “Buddy” Pough, who brought Davis with him to Orangeburg.

As a player, Davis spent four seasons at Fayetteville State
University, earning a Bachelor of Science degree in 1999. He
also holds a Master’s degree in Rehabilitation Counseling from
South Carolina State University. He is a graduate of Fairfield
Central High School in Winnsboro, South Carolina and is married
to the former Kimberlye Ford of Columbia.  They are the proud
parents of one son, Ford Demetrius Davis.

John Hendrick
Defensive Coordinator/Linebackers

John Hendrick
is in his first season as a
member of  the South
Carolina State football staff.
The 25-year coaching
veteran will serve as
offensive coordinator and
linebacker coach for Coach
Buddy Pough’s team.

The Camden,
NJ native brings with him a
wealth of coaching
experience and a reputation
for  developing untested

talent into perennially formidable defensive units. He also
brings a lot of knowledge in recruiting.

Prior to coming to Orangeburg and SC State,
Hendrick served four years (2003-06) as head coach for
Benedict College in Columbia, SC, where he compiled an
18-24 mark.

A Camden, NJ native, Hendrick also served college
coaching stints at Mississippi State (1995-02), Temple (1993-
94), Kansas State (1991-92), Louisiana State (1989-90), Texas
A&M (1987-88), Pittsburgh (1984-85) and Delaware State
(1983).

In addition, he coached for both the Philadelphia
Eagles and the Green Bay Packers of the National Football
League.

During eight seasons at Mississippi State, seven as
defensive line coach, Hendrick proved to be an integral part
of MSU’s rise to the nation’s lead in total defense and rushing
defense in 1999. Under his guidance, MSU’s first line defense
allowed only 222.5 yards in opponent total offense and 66.9
yards of rushing offense to its foes. MSU’s defense led the
Southeastern Conference in every category.

Hendrick is a 1983 graduate of the University of
Pittsburgh where he earned All-East honors as a defensive
line twice.
Hendricks and his wife, Katherine Steele-Hendrick are the
parents of two children Amber, 18, and John 14. The family
resides in Columbia, SC.

Kimberlye and Demetrius



100 Years of Bulldog Football:  A Tradition Since 1907
39

J.C. Harmon
Tight Ends/Fullbacks

J.C. Harmon enters his second season on the South Carolina State coaching staff after an
impressive coaching resume in both the colle-
giate and high school ranks. His assignment is
tight ends and fullbacks.

For three seasons, Harmon served as the
offensive coordinator and recruiting coordinator
for Fork Union Military Academy in Fork Union,
Virginia. During his tenure at Fork Union, Harmon
assisted in the development of over 100 student-
athletes who reached the Division I-A level and
fiftteen who played professionally. The three-year
stint at Fork Union was Harmon’s second at the
highly-regarded prep school. He was also a
member of the FUMA football staff from 1999-

2001, serving as the team’s defensive coordinator and recruiting coordinator.
Harmon also spent one season in the professional ranks as the defensive

coordinator of the Richmond Speed, a member of the AF2 Football League, an arena
football league.

Harmon also spent two seasons as an offensive assistant at Michigan State.
In his first season with the Spartans, Michigan State went to the 2001 Silicon Valley
Bowl and produced a pair of NFL first- round draft picks (T.J. Duckett and Charles
Rogers.)

Harmon is a 1999 graduate of Ferrum College, where he earned his a Bachelor of Science. He holds a master’s from
Michigan State University.

He and his wife, Tara, currently reside in Orangeburg.

Tony Elliott
Wide Receivers

Tony Elliott is  in his second season as a member of
the South Carolina State coaching staff.  He will
coach the Bulldogs wide receivers, taking over for
Demetrius Davis in 2005, when the latter switched to
running backs.

Elliott joined Coach Buddy Pough’s staff after
a stint as wide receiver coach at Easley High School,
Easley, South Carolina.

Elliott’s experience as a player and coach has
proved to be very valuable for the Bulldogs receiving corps. He played his collegiate
football at Clemson, where he earned his Bachelor’s degree  in 2002.  As a wide receiver
for the Tigers, he  lettered four years and was team captain as a senior

A Californina native, Elliott grew up in Charleston, South Carolina and played his
high school ball at James Island High School.

He is married to the former Tamika Whitner of Spartanburg.

Tara and J.C.

Tamika and Tony
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Thomas Stallworth
Strength & Conditioning

Thomas Stallworth joined the South
Carolina State coaching staff four years
ago and  immediately had a big impact on
the development of the student-athletes in
all sports at the institution. Prior to coming
to Orangeburg, Stallworth served as a
graduate assistant at the University of
Tennessee-Knoxville.

Along with his other duties,
Stallworth acted as an academic advisor
for the Volunteers.  As a player, Stallworth
spent four seasons as a linebacker for
Tennessee, including the Vols’ 1998

national championship season.
Stallworth holds a Master of Science degree in Sports

Administration from the University of Tennessee as well as a Bachelor of
Science degree in Sports Management. He and his wife, the former Ingrid
Garvin, are the proud parents of one daughter and a son.

Mike Adams
Defensive Backs/Special Teams

Jonathan Pry
Quarterbacks/Running Backs

Mike Adams enters his second season with
the South Carolina State Bulldogs.  His re-
sponsibility is the Bulldog defensive backs
and special teams. He came to South Caro-
lina State with strong coaching credentials in
2006.

Adams began his coaching career
at Ball State University, his alma mater, as a
student assistant, working with linebackers.
From there, he served a stint as an assistant
coach at St. Joseph’s College (Ind.) where
he coached a number of positions. During
the 1998 season, Adams coached wide re-

ceivers and running backs before switching to defensive backs in 1999 and
2000. From St. Joseph’s College, Adams headed south to the University of
West Georgia. It was at UWG that Adams spent the bulk of his coaching career.
He coached five seasons with the Braves as the team’s defensive backs and
special teams coach.

Adams is a native of Indianapolis, Indiana and a 1998 graduate of
Ball State University where he earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Sports
Administration.

Jonathan Pry enters his second sea-
son as a member of the South Caro-
lina State coaching staff.  He arrived
in  Orangeburg in 2006 with an im-
pressive resume and has served in
the  important  capacity as coach of
the Bulldog quarterbacks.  This year
the duties of running backs coach
have been added.

Before heeding the call from
Coach Buddy Pough , Pry served
stints at some of the most prestigious

schools in the southeast. He began his coaching career as a graduate
assistant at Auburn University where he helped the Tigers to an undefeated
2004 season (13-0) and a Southeastern Conference championship. He
was also with the Tigers during the 2005 season that saw the team post a 9-
3 season and take  home the SEC West Co-Championship. During his time
with the Tigers, Pry was a graduate assistant, assisting in coaching wide
receivers. He also spent one season as an intern with Duke University
during the 2003 season.

Pry is a 2003 graduate of East Stroudsburg University in Penn-
sylvania where he earned a Bachelor of Science degree.

Craig Harward, ATC
Head Athletic Trainer

For the past three seasons, Craig Harward
has been a fixture on the South Carolina
State sidelines as the Head Athletic Trainer
for all Bulldog and Lady Bulldog athletic teams.

Harward oversees a Sports
Medicine staff that services all of the
University’s seventeen athletic teams.
A noted and skilled athletic trainer, Harward
returned to South Carolina State following
the departure of longtime athletic trainer
Chuck Pinta in the fall of 2003.

This stint marks Harward’s
second at South Carolina State as the

University’s head trainer.  Harward served as Bulldog head athletic
trainer from 1991-1194. Prior to making his return to South Carolina State
athletics, Harward spent ten years as the director of The Regional Medical
Center’s Healthplex in Orangeburg, South Carolina.

Harward is certified by the NATA Board of Certification and the
South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control.  Two
years ago, he and his staff were recognized as the Athletic Training Staff
of the Year by the South Carolina Athletic Training Association.

Harward began his career in 1982 as a teacher and athletic
trainer at Brookland-Cayce High School in Columbia, South Carolina.
He holds a Bachelor of Science degree from Newberry College and a
Master’s degree from the University of South Carolina.

He and his wife, the former Lisa Elton of Columbia, are the
parents of three children. Harward also has a daughter from a previous
marriage.


